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The Athenian Mercury. 
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SaAurVap, Augufl 4 1694. 
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OU having in one of your former Pxpers 
given dn Abjlrak of the Firft Volume of 
the French Book ef Martyrs ,- or 
Edia@ of Nants , /’m the better ix. 

couraged to ask yox to give us one of the Second, which 

iamtbe more induced to defire, becaufe I believe it micke 
be of creat benefit,as well as fatisfation to the Publick, to 
» berrer acquainted with the Perfeeutions of the 


“i i 


Queft. 1. 


Panifts, which is pretty well difcovered ta thefe Books. 7 
jeave it, CGertlemen, to your judgment and Leifure, erly dz- 
jricg, if you think it proper, that we may one diy beve it, 


Anjw, In the firft Abftra&t we gave an Account’of 
the State of the Retormed until the Death of Herry TV, 
and that their Affairs at that time were in a very &n- 
certain pofture. It’s true, the Edi? ef Nazxts had fhel- 
tered thei from open Perfecution, but it could not de- 
fend them from the Craft and Secret Defigns of the 


c! They had already had fo inhappy a proof of 
th able hatred of the Komifb Church, that Pru- 


gence would not let them lay down all their Sufpicions. 
hardly begun to breath, to enjoy a little 


and 
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of tlic quiet thu the Fda of Nuaxts feemed to affure 
them of, but the Clergy laid fnares for them, amd at-a 
diftance prepared the means for their de ftruétion. As 
they had left nothing unfaid that con’d put them out of 
I 


x Henry 1V. his Favour, who being of a very quick 
and {apicious Temper, and very jealous of his Gran- 
deur, he was realy to catch at the leaft fhaddow of any 
thins that was offered him againft them, but his An- 
ger being chiefly an effeét of the Ardour of his Tem- 
per, toon vanifhe; fo that the Agreement was pot yet 
well Eftablifhed between the two Religions, nor was 
their hacred abfolutely extingnifhed when thé Minority 
of Jems XIU. left thofe former Enmities the liberty 
of aéting anew; whereas the Authority of Henry IV. 
had fomething reftrain’d them. . By this unforefeen 
accident the Reformed entered again into a very doubt- 
ful con tition, and unexpeétedly tell into thofe creel un- 
s that never ended, but with their ruin. 
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Certainti 
After the Affaiination of King Henry, whole affeeti- 


onthe Reformed confided much in, they thought of U- 
niting themfelves more ftriétly, and took vigorous re; 
folutions not to be oppreiled by the Clergy, but they 
were {0 divided amongft themfelves, that it broke their 
infteft Meatares. The jealoufy of the great Lords 
and their Complaifance for the Court often overturn’ 
thofe deliberations. which were for the Publick good, 
In the fir Political Affembly that was held at Samur, 
¢he Marfhal. de Bevillen aim’d very much at being Prefi- 
dent, and becaufe it fellto M. De Pleffis by the plura- 
litv of Voices, he appeared very angry at it, and threat- 
ned to refent it, They took there an Oath to Unite, but 
without any prejudice to private interefts, which each 
yerfon tacitly referv’d to himfelf. The Court, which 
was much difpleafed at this Confederation of the Refor- 
med, induftrioufly nourifhed all Seeds of Diffention : 
They made ule of the Paffion of the Malecontenfs, to 
weaken them, by difuniting them ; dad to make the 
Atlembly Odious, they give out a Repoft among ft the 
neople, That they intended to take up Arms at the Jeaft Re- 
filaland that they maintained a Correffocdente with Stran- 
gees, who were 10 affift them if they bad occafion for them. 
“Thefe and other things carfe great Diftrufts amongft 
the Catholicks, who were difpteafed to think the En- 
g2gements of the Confederation, fhould rife fo high as 
to renft che Willof the Court. The Queen Kegent ma- 
nazed all thefe Circumftances with fo much Artifice,that 
th- Afembly of Samur, which was compofed of the moft 
Fminest amongft the Reformed, were conftrained to o- 
Eey an Order for their feparating, without concluding 


chiag. All pafled in Intreigucs of this Nature; ur- 


ad 


tilthe Majority of Zews XIII. when the States of the 
Kingdom affembled together. The King’s Authority 
b4ing queftioned, and what had happened to the Two 
Precedent Kings upon this Account, wade them think 
of fecuriug the Perfon of the King againit the knterpri- 
fes of the Court of Rome: They acculed it of having 
encouraged Affaffinations by its fale Maxims; and they 
deiigned to make it pafS into a Fundamental Law of 
State, that Kings were independent of all Humane 
Power, and that no Authority upon Earth fhould be able 
te declarethe Crown forfeited, nor give the Subjects a 
Difpenfation from their Oath of Fidelity. The Reform- 
ed and moft Judicigus who had felt the unhappy in- 
fluences of the Power of the Romifh Court , highly 
maintain’d this Propofition. On the other tide the Car- 
dinal du Perron harranged the Clergy,and made a ftudy- 
ed Speech to perfwade them to fubmit the Crown tothe 
difcretion of the Pope. He omitted nor the common 
argument to prejucice his Auditors againfi the oppotite 
Doétrine, that it wasthe effe&t of Calviniim, and 
a Propofition figgefted by the Hereticks. And 
what was moft furprifing, is, that the Court de- 
clared for tlie Clergy, and favoured a Doétrine {0 con- 
trary to the Jealouly of the Soveraignty, and which 
put the King ahder the danger of lootng the Crown, 
under the pretence of an Axathama. . They believed. 
that on this occafion the Queen would Sacrifice the 
Interc¢it of the King, her Son, to her own Conduét, 
with the Pope and Spauturds, whom fhe would ma- 
nage. Tho at other times fhe was very tar from con- 
demring the opinion of Abfolute Obedience in the Re- 
formed, and forgot nothing, that might confirm them 
in thefe Maxims ; iniinuating that the Gofpel permit- 
ted Subjects only to figh and bear patiently any {uppof- 
ed wrongs, and that Chriftianity fuggefted none but 
Submifhon and peaceable fentiments. The Court, to 
perfivacte fome of their Minifters to Preach up this.pa- 
cific Divinity, pretended ‘twould be forthe good of the 
Party, and that thereby they might quell-this Spirit of 
Rebellion which their Zeal cailed Courage and Vigour, 
becaufe otherwife the King would find himéelf fore’d te 
humblethem, that he might put himfelf out of the 
danger of fearing any thing from their ill humour. 
The Author fhews this was a fhare laid to catch the 
fimple, and that it has been the general craft of thofg 
that would reduce the People tg fervitude, to make i¢ 
their duty to fuffer all, and to permit ’emfelves to be 
oppreffed without Murmuring. or Refiftance. That 
the Catholicks made ule of thele fecious Maxinas on- 
ly t> abufe them, and to prevent the forefight of the 
Reformed, and taught thefe. Leflons of the Gofpel, 
that they might the more eafily be able to defpoil them 
of their Priviledges, without running any risk ; and at 
the fame time they endeavoured their ruin, they frau- 
duloufly perfwaded them, that a good Confcience re- 
quired them to endure all, and to renounce the Naturab 
Right of their Prefervation, But in fuch a Cate as this 
reafon ought to. be confulted, and if we cannot go back 
to the Foundation of Governments to reprefent their 
Original Conftitution, we may conclude that mutual 
Prefervation was the Univerfal Motive. And if it hap- 
pened that the ftrongeft feized the Command, and 
brought the People under a Yoke,/it was an, Ufurped 
Power, and as Violedce carries with it a Nullity of 
what foever Articles it requires ; fo Men are obliged to 
Servitude no longer than they are Conftrained to it. 
Confequently to forma ftrong Government, it is re~ 
quifite that common fafety fhould be the bafe and foun- 
dation of it ; without this reciprocal- Relation which 
unites all tho Members of the Society, and makés them 
grace te their Mitual Defcuce, it is impofhble bug 


hav ¢ 


-¢ thould foon be difmembred and-deftroyed. It is re- 
ongnant to Humane Reafon, that whole Societies 
' 


_ 


{hc uld engage themécives without reftriétion, and that 
after having, thus jovnel themictves together , they 
fhould truft their deftiny to the chance of becoming 2 
Prey to the Caprices anit Pafkons of a Prince, that they 
have imprudeatly. placed above their Laws. 

‘They obetted further that this Maxim that mace 
the People Judges of the breach of Laws, was very 
pernitions, and gave-a-pretence to them of «di- 
fiurbing the State, and fomenting Faétions, To which 
the-Author Aniwers, Truths are not lefs fo, becauje of the 
jncenveniencies which may attend ther, é 

"The Cheats and Tricks chat the Court Parties had 
um! to regain what Priviledges they had any way giv- 
ey to the Reformed, had fo vexed and difcouraged 
tliem. that they cafily gave ear to any thing that could 


morctify and humblethe Catholick Party. And whilft 
tt i thefe Refentments, they entered into a 1 rcaty 
gitithe Prince of Conde, who had taken Arms to Re- 


form the Conduét of thofe who pretended fo govern 
under the Kings Name, and had abufed that Power to 
the prejudice of the Crown. This Prince made ule of 
Hcmracco- ing to the Genius of fome great Lords who 
‘orn ihen f lves to their Inferiours, only to command 
them.t without thinking themfelves obliged to any 
thing. This Army being enlarged by their joyming 
with them, frightned the Queen, and finding him- 
mf frrong enowrh to make them grant him honour- 
Sole Conditions, he forgot his engagements ; he fy 
bhunrly conclude the Peace, and flightly paft over the 
difficulties that had’ United the Reformed to him, that 
it look’tas if they had confulted him only for a form ; 
but tho the Reformed got nothing, yet they loft by it ; 
tor thefe Proceedings were made ufe of to redouble the 
sverfion of the People ; andthe King who was {0 €x- 
atively lealons of his Authority, that he had no power 
(Command himfelf,c afily received the Imprefiron they 
dave him, That the Reformed were inclined to begin @ 
Var. “Ibs the King’s Hatred being ftirred up by the 
apprehenfons that they had infpired him with, he de 
clared it in a very bloody manner, when he went to fub- 
due Bearn, which was not yet re-united to the Crown. 
The Reforme!, whom he met with upon his way, fuf- 
ithoufand indignities and Infults; he abandoned 
thein to the Infolency of the Soldiers, and left them to 
the Peon'e, wl if Fury was called Zeal by their Prea- 
chers, Yhe Reformed did not forefee this Outrage, 
and foiterc.! themfelvee to be thus ravaged, without 
Oppotition. They pretend that they had taken falfe 
Meafires, in not obeying , or refifting only by the 
halves. ‘“Tistree, ntany amongft them had fo great an 
averfion to taking Arms, that they chofe rather to fub- 
mit to the Will of the Court, to fhow that they aéted 


om 


weir very vreat Confidence, than to be continually hare 
aticcPwit!, the noice and fears of War. 
NOthieg was more certain than that the Catholicls 


intended the intire Ruine of the Reformed, and that 
hov employed them with the thoughts of a Peace, on- 


lv that they might be the better able to hide the De- 
fen chey had formed againit them, and execute them 
with tlic lef danger, The Pope powerfully folicited 


the King, and the Clergy ardently fighed for it. The 
Spaniards forgot nothing that could perfwade Frauce to 
weaken it fel’: and, according to their double-fighted 
Policy, they leffened the Intereft of theKingdom,under 
2 pretence of abolifhing Herefie. “Twas determin’d, 
the Reformed muft be brought under. The Council 
was only divided about the Execution of it. The wi- 
left of “em, who was dif} leafed at the thoughts of re- 
kindling a Flame in the midft of ‘the Kingdom, main- 

inc, That at leaft, if they wou’d chaftife, and hum- 
ble the moft mutinous amongft them, they ought to 
tpare thofe that were peaceable, and permit ‘em to live 
inder the fhelter of the Ediéts. But the Pricfts, who 
aL always the leaft Compafhon, infifted upon their ut- 
ter Extirpation. 

We thouk! proceed to the end of the Book, but that 
ovr Paper will not permit it ; and therefore we muft 
kave they reft cil] another time ; and after we have fatis- 
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LOND OV, Priated fox Zohn Dunto 


me other of our Urgent Queri#s, we fhall fail 
what this littke Compaf$ would not here allow. 


Avhke rtiferw ert. 


Fe clark, én Approw dAPhyficizn, Ji ving inl ove ell-Court 
in Pater-Nofter-Row, London: I hye many years 
fiuty God barb! consiaucl’y blef0'd to the great Benefit of ma- 
ny. Fe certain’y cures all fortsof Gouts both in young and 
11, though it be of Fourty years flandigs. if any doubt of 
the Tru i of this, they my have full fatisfattion ar bis afore. 
faid Habitation, by being diretted where to [peak with many 
perfons of credit, who will own themfclues to bive been his 
Patients to their great Advantage : many Women with Child 
have been cured by him, and both Mothers and Children are 
now in ood Health, He never ufes Outward Applications, 
byt fuch Medicines to be inva dly taken as do gently purge 
and purify the Blood, 
C2 YAlbranch’s Search after Truth (is new Publift) 
being a Treatife cf the Natwe of the Humane 
Mind, and of it's management for avoiding Error in the Sct-9 
ences, Vol, 1. Done into Englith from the Paris 4th, Editi 
ou, by Mr. Sault, Author of the New Treatije of Algebra. 
Printed in Oavo, The 2d Vol. is already in the Prefs, to 
which will be added an Account of bis LIFE from kis firft 
appearance in the World so this time. His Laws of the 
Communication of Motion. An Abftratt of all kis Di/puta- 
tions with Monficur Arnaud and Morfieur Regis, with their 
Several Azfwers and Replies; alfo feveral Original Papers 
written muk Malbranches own bard, never yet Publifhe. 
Printed for J. Dunton at the Raven in the Poultry, and S. 
Manfhip at the Ship én Cornhill. 
He Second Volume of the French Bock of Martyrs, 
is now Pudliflrt in Englith, with Her Majefties 
Royal Priviledge, and ready to be delivered to the Subfcrib- 
ers, Jie Third and Fourth Volumes are aWo preparing for 
the Prefs, and comprebend (with the two Volumes already 
publifoed ) all the Martyrdoms, &c. that have been in 
France from the beginning of the Refornpation there, down 
to this prefent time. 
‘KL. fF aay Minifters Widdow or other Perfon bave ang 
Library or Parcel of. Books to difpofe of if they wi 
fenl a Catalo ue of them, or Notice where they are, to Johra 
Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, they fball have rea- 
dy Monty for them to the full of what they are worth. 
MY Gentlemen that were wont conftantly to take 
, in the Monthly Compleat Library, being now 
fone into the Country, “tis defigned that the Compleat Li- 
brarys far May, June, July and Auguft, fhall be Publifird 
all together at the begining of next Term. 
KS J ere is alarge Shop to be Let in the Poultrey = 
Enquire a¢.Mr. Smith’s Coffee-zoufe in Stocks- 
Market, and you may know further. 
i a MM made Righteous by Chrift's Obedience: Being 
, two Sermons at Pinners-Hall with Enlarg- 
ments, &c, Alfo fome Remarks on Mather’s Poftfcript, Sc. 
Fy Daniel Williams. Printed’ for John Bunton at the 
Raven in the Poultrey. 
LF Ladies Ditionary, being a pleafant Entertain- 
_ ment for the Fair Sex, a Work never attempted 
before in Englifh. The Defign of this Work is univer {alam 
concerns wo le{s than the rohale Sex cf Men in fome regard, 
but of Women fo perfeFly and nearly, that’ twill be fervices- 
ble t0 them in all their Concerns of Love, Marriage, 
Drejs, Bebaviour, pbahs Life, Houfes and Conver[ation. 
The Author throughout the rkole Work intermixes abundance 
of Secret Occurrences with bis other matter, and you may 
jad bere all tbe Humours of the Town at the bare expence a 
reiding—Printed for John Duaton at the Raven int 
Poukrey. 
*x* Blfoop Barlows Remains, containing near an kundred 
; diftin® fubjeBs, Theological, Philofophical, Hifto- 
rica], &e. In Letters to * ewer Perfons of Honour and Qua- 
lity, 10 whichis added the Refolution of many abftrufe points, 
4s aljoDireSions to 4 young Divine for bis ftudy inDivinity, 
and choice of bis Library,  Publifbed from bis Lordjbips Ort- 
ginal Pepers, Price bound 6 s, Printed fer John Dunter 
at the Raven in the Poultrey. 
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